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| Blame not before thou baſt examined the truth : 


Underſtand firſt, and then rebuke. 
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SAFE ADVICE 
FOR A 


Sound Proteſtanr. 


DHE occaſion of this Paper 

S was a Diſconrſe upon 

the cleanſing of the Leper ; war8.1,2.3:4: 
and particularly that head 

of Application which was 

TN managed as followeth : 

[| We do ſtedfaſtly believe that every man 

muſt give an account of himſelf ro God; 

and is it notthen, ar leaſt adviſable, that he 

ſhould ſhew himſelf unto the Prieft ; that © 

he may be the better prepared for that ac- 

count ? I know the Law of loſes does not 

bind us, in its Authority , but yet, it may 

direct us, by a parity of reaſon. As that 

Law was a diſpenſation by the hand of Moſes, 

ſo it was peculiarto the Jewiſh Nation. But 

asSthe Moral part of that Law ( being the 

Law of Nature, in Print, and ſet forth for 

better information ) is of perpetual uſe and 
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obligation ; fo the Ceremonial part, having a 
ſhadow of good things to come, does invite 
us earneſtly to look after the ſubſtance, 
wherein we may poſlibly be concerned. 

The Apoſtle tells us, that under the letter 
of a Carnal Ordinance, many times, there 
lies hid a Spiritual {ignification.. And this 
very Leprolie of the body did repreſent ano- 
ther, much more malignant, noiſom, and 
pernicious, the Leprofie of Sin, that over- 
ſpreads and defiles the ſoul. Now, was there 
a Miniſtry of divine inſtitution to take cog- 
nizance of that, to inſpect the perſon ſo in- 


| fected, and to give judgment of his condi- 


tion? And is there no proviſion made in this 
caſe of ſpiritual Leproſie > Was God more 
careful ( then ) of his peoples bodies, than 


.heis (now ) of their fouls ? No certainly : 


Chriſt came a Phyſician for the ſoul, and ap- 
plied himſelf to ſinners, and their Ghoſtly 
maladies. The whole have no need of the Phy- 
ſtcian, but the ſick ; I came not to call the righte- 
ous, but ſinners to repentance. Chriſt isa Prieſt 
for ever ; and though ( for that reaſon ) he 
can have no ſucceſſor : Yet, becaule, in the 
execution of that Office, ke firs now in hea- 
ve0, he was pleaſed to appoint his lubſticutes 

| | tO.: 


to | the Prife. | 3 


— — 
OS Oo III 


— 


to adminiſter ( here ) in his Church on earth, 
As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you : Joh.20.2r, 
(And) he that receiveth you, receiveth me ; and war.10,40. 
he that heareth you, heareth me. And unle(s ve Luk.ro-r6. 
value our health more than our ſalvation, 
we will, no doubt, be as forward to ſhew 
our ſelves unto the Prieſt, upon a Spiritual, 
as thoſe Jews were, upon their Carnal ac- 
count. And this is evict requiſite in 
three Caſes. 
(1.) To inform our Judgment. (2.) To 
aſſure our Conſcience. And( 3.) to credit 
our Communion. | Conference with the 
Prie{t is requiſite ; | 
1.To inform the Judgment. Many times, 
doubtful caſes do ariſe, and the difficulties 
which do occur, in the condud of a Chriſti- 
ans life, are not few, nor to be neglected. 
And what Oracle can we ſo prudently ap- 
eal unto, as that Sacred faculty, whoſe 
Skill and learning is. deſign'd on purpoſe to 
miniſter to {uch as ſtand in need of their in- 
ſtruction and conduct 2 For the Prieſts lips ,,... 
ſhould . keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the 
Law at his mouth : for he is the Meſſenger of the 
Lord of Hoſts. If it were ſo in thole days, 
much more under the diſpenſation of the 
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: Goſpel, wherein the Yeil is taken from the 


face of. the Prieſt ; and his Mmiſtration dves fo 
far exceed in glory, 2 Cor.3.9,6 1 Fa 

2. Conference with the Prieſt is very re- 
quiſite to aflure the Conſcience. A little 
guilt does afflict and trouble a tender Con- 
{cience ; and a ſcruple, many times (where, 
really, there is no ſuch guile at all, as is ima- 
oined ) may much diſquiet it. - Now, to 
have aſſurance from a better judgment than 
my own ; or (if not a better ): from a judg- 
ment, cloathed with: a Sacred Office and 
Authority; to have my doubts cleared by 
the diſcourſes of a prudent pious perſon, and 
my jealouſte of guilt taken off by a ſolemn 
abſolution ; This, one would think, ſhould 
bring ina conſiderable ſatisfaction. He that 
duly weighs the circumſtances, with which 
the power of the Keys was delivered by our' 
Saviour, cannot but be convinced, that there 
is more ſolid comfort in that Miniſtry than 
is ordinarily imagined. You may read atten- 
tively the bequeſt, Joh.2o. 20,21,22,23. 

3. Iris requiſite to ſhew our ſelves to the 
Prieſt, to credit our Communion. The 
Apoſtle has laid down this Canon ; If any 
man that is called a Brother ( a Chriſtian by 

Profeſſion 
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Profeſſion ) be a fornicator, or covetous, or an 
Idolator, or a railer, or a drfnkard, or an ex- 
tortioner,, would not have you give ſo much 
ſcandal to. the Church, 'or ſo much counte- 
nance to ſuch a perſon, as ( out of deſign or 
choice ) to eat with him. A man known to be 
of a looſe Converſation, ( in any ſingle, or 
more inſtances of wickedneſs) though he has 
not been delated to his Superiours, not pre- 
ſented, or accufed before any Court of Judi- 
cature; yet being conſcious to himſelf of ſcan- 
dal given to the Church whereof he-is a 
Member, . it will very well become him, as 
an humble, as an ingenuous, as a penitent 
and ſerious perſon, to ſhew himſelf to the 
Prieſt, as well to obtain his advice and 
prayers, as his approbation' and encourage- 
ment, and for the ſatisfaction of thoſe with 
whom he does communicate. He that de- 
nies the uſefulneſs of ſuch addreſſes upon this 
threefold account, doth evacuate the uſe of 
the Miniſtry, almoſt, to all intents and 
pron 
I 


he denies the firſt; to what purpole are 


1 Cor.5.11, 


our Catechiſings, and our Sermons,unleſs he 


makes it his buſineſs to frequent them, not 
tro inform his judgment, bur to cenſure the 
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- diſcourſe, and traduce the Preacher ?. It he 

_ denies-the ſecond, what becomes of the be- 
nefic of Abſolution, of good direCtions and 
advice, with all Ghoſtly comfort, admini- 
ſtred; towards the peace of afflicted Conſci. 
ences? If hedenies the third, he takes away 
one of the beſt expedients to prevent the 
{ſcandal of an indiſcriminate and free admiſli. 
on to the Lords Supper. 

Bur'not to reflect upon the Sentiments or 
Cenſures of raſh men ( whole paſſions are 
governed by their intereſt, and their judg- 
ments by their paſſions, ) let us learn, 
what were the ſober thoughts of ſuch as 
were moſt zealous of a prudent and pious 
Reformation. We will begin with Herman- 

mp poners UG Archbiſhop of Colen, in his worthy ar- 
for, « 0:44 tempo that effect. Where he faith, © Thar 
&« private Confeſlion and Abſolution are to 
&« be retained in the Churches; not that 
« there is any neceſlity of the particular enu- 
« meration of ſins : But becauſe, ( that Ca- 
« techiſing ) that Inſtruction and Conlolati- 
<« on, Which does accompany this wholſom 
« practice, is very profitable, and, to many, 
« very neceſſary ; that they may teſtihie their 
< hearty ſorrow for their fins paſt, and their 
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< firm purpoſe of amendment for the fucure ; 


« and that they may not be left in the dark, 
« 2nd doubtful of their pardon and forgive- 
« nels. Next we will obſerve the Auguſtan 
Confeſſion, tendred with all humility (- in 


the year 1530.) to. the Emperour Charles pr coſejror. 


the Fifth, from which the. very- Name-and 
Title of Proteſtants was derived, their' ad- 
dreſs ending with thele words, | De quo hic 
etiam ſolenniter & publice Proteſtamur. | In chat 
Confellion they do: highly extol. the power 'of 
che Keys, and the benefit of private 'Abſo. 
lution ; thar it does declare and apply the 
Goſpel to terrified Conlciences ;- And: this 
application it makes, nor ( only) to'all in 
general, but to every lingle perſon in parti- 
cular, as our Saviour Chrift affirms, -Thox 
haſt 2ain'd thy Brother, ]: That this Ablotution 
is therefore to be recained'in the Church and 
that the voice of the Golpel in chis Miniſtry 
is to be believed as 4 voice. from -Heaven. 
And ſeeing Conteſfion does: make way for 
the benefit of this Abſolution, and foraſ- 
much as the Rice and Cuſtom thereof does 
preferve, in the people,the underſtanding of 


ower of the Keys, and of the Remiſlion of 


tins; and belides, ſeeing that Conference, 
there .. 
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there had, is of -great advantage for mens in- 
ftruction .and warning; Therefore ( ſay 

_ they !) we do diligently retain the uſe of Con- 
feflion in-our Churches , yet teaching them 
withal, that the particular enumeration of 
ſins is not neceſſary of divine right, nor as 
mens Conſciences to be burdened with it, &c. 
To this Confeffion ſubſcribed, John Duke of 
Saxony Eleftor, George Marq. Brandenburgh, 
Erneſt Duke of Lunenburgh, Philip Lantgrave of 
Fleſs, John Frederick Duke of Saxony, Francis 
Duke of Lunebergh, Wolfangus Prince of Anhalt, 
the Senate and Magiſtrates of Nurenborgh, the 
Senate of  Kentlingen. 

In the Confeſſion of Saxony offered to the 
Council of Trent, 1551. they declared thus, 
Concerning private Confeſſion to be made 
to the Paſtors, wedo affirm that the Cuſtom 
of private Abſolution is to be retained in the 
Church : And we do conſtantly retain it for 
many weighty cauſes ; though we teach alſo, 
thata particular recital of all ſins, is neither 
of divine command, or poſtible, but apt 
to make faith the more 7A and pious 
minds the more doubtful. 


In 
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In the Confeſſion. of Wittenbergh ( of The Tran . 


1552.) they declare, Though they do not 
think the enumeration of their ſins before a 
Prieſt, of neceſlity to Salvation, nor of any 
merit toward the. remifſton of fins : | Yet 
they take care, as far as may be, chat Con- 
fefon of ſins in general may be retained in 
their Churches for two hn 5x The firſt, 
that the more ignorant fort of people may, 


by that way. of Conference, be the better 


admoniſhed and inſtructed in all things ne- 
ceſſary : The other, That upon this occaſt- 
on, the Goſpel of Chriſt, rouching the 
remiſſion of {1ns, may be particularly apphli- 
ed, and the aſſurance of Abſolution be either 
apprehended, or confirmed. _ - 

In the Confeſſion of Bohemia they declare, 
Thar though they donot injoyn, nor require 
a particular enumeration of fins, yer they 
reach that Penitents ſhould have recourſe to 


tor into Eng- 
liſh refers it to 
uſpurge, ut 
infra 1586. 


1535- 


the Prieſt, ( whom: the Engliſh Tranſlation Edic.by 71. 


calls, the Phyſician of their fouls) ro con- 


Thamas at 
Cambridge, 


feſs their ſins tro God before him, and ( as '''*1 


that Tranſlator wordeth it) to declare their 
rief, trouble, and remorſe; to take advice 
and counſel, how they may avoid fin for 
the future, and to ſeck for abſolution and 
C. pardon 
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pardon by this Miniſtry. of the Keys, which 
is Chriſts Infticution... They teach men alſo 
ro magnifie this Abſolution ; and undoubted- 
ly to believe what this power of theKeys pro- 
miſcth, ſeeing it isthe.voice of Chrift him- 
ſelf and expreſt by. his command, Receive 
Je the Holy Ghoſt : Whoſe ſins ye remit, they are 
remitted, &c, and they would have them 
know that by this power and Miniſtry of 
the. Keys, and the authoricy of Chriſts 
Word, all their fins arepardoned.. To leave 
Foreiners, 

Let us ſee what the Advice and Practice 
of the. Church of England is: { 1.) She is 
very poſitive in her Order, Rules, and Ca- 
nons, that all perſons ſhould ſhew them- 
ſelves .unto. the Prieft, to be Catechized, 
and.co hear Sermons, for the Information of 
their Judgments. Bur ( 2. ) as to ſuch as 
find themſelves difquieted in mind and. con- 
ſcience, it.is rather a matter of advice than of 
command.; for thus ſhe does invite and.-per- 
ſaade them to apply themſelves for their 
own benefit, 


 ThefirſtEz-: | And becauſe it is. requiſite, that no 


horration be- 
fore the Com- 
myN10D.,. 


man ſhould come to:the holy Communion, 
but with a full truſt in Gods. mercy, and 
| | _ with - 


to the Prieſt. gg 


with a quiet Conſcience ; therefore if there 
be any of you who cannot quiet his own 
Conſcience, but requireth further comfort 
or counſel ; let him come te me, or to ſome 
other diſcreet and learned Miniſter of Gods 
Word,and open his grief,that by the Miniſtry 
of Gods holy Word, he may receive the be- 
nefit of Abſolution, cogether with Ghoſtly 
counſel and advice, to the quieting of his 
Conſcience, and avoiding of all ſcruple and 
doubtfulneſs. *] Nor is . Church of Eng- 
land lels tender or cautious in her advice 


 -and order at the /iſitation of the.Sick , for the 


Rubrick before the Ablolution runs - thus : 
[ Here ſhall the ſick perſon be moved to 
make a ſpecial confeſſion of his ſins, if he feels 
his ( onſcience troubled with any weighty matter, 
After which Confeſſion the Prieſt ſhall ab- 
ſolve him ( if he humbly and heartily defare it.) 

I confels, that in the third caſe, that of 
Scandal, her Rules. and Canons are more 
ſtrict ; and it would be much for the honour 
of God, and of our Profeſſion, if -the ini- 
quity and looſeneſs of theſe times would 
allow us to be no leſs ſtri&t in the obſerva- 
tion and practice of them. The Rubrick 'is See the By. 
this, [ If any one that offers ro come to the che ſecond 
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boly, Communion be an open and a noto- 


rious evil liver, or have done wrong to his 
Neighbour, ſo that the Congregation be 
thereby offended ; the Curate having know- 
ledge thereof, ſhall advertiſe him, in no 
wiſe to preſume to come tothe Lords Ta- 
ble, till he has openly declared his repen- 
rance, and given ſatisfaction to the offended 
Congregation, and the party whom he hath 
wronged. "The like order the Curate js-to 
take with ſuch as live in habitual hatred and 
malice. Theſe are the terms and ends, for 
and upon which the Churchof England ſends 
her Members for their advantage and reme- 
dy to the Prieſts Office. And whether the 
Presbyterian Party be more modeſt and 
gentle in their Requiries we ſhall now con- 
{1der. 

( Not to look ſo far back as their Direfory, 
and their Humble Advice to the Parliament, ) 
In their,Grand Debate by the Kings Com- 
miſſion, amongſt their Exceptions againlt 
ſome paſſages in the Liturgie, rhey deſire the 


Miniſters power both to admit and keep 


from the Lords Table, may be in theſe 
words, | The Miniſter ſhall admit none to 
the Lords Supper, till they have made a- 
credible. 


_ to the Prieſt. T3 


credible profeſſion of their Faith, and pro- 
miſed obedience to the Will of God, and 
that all poſſible diligence be uſed, as is for 
the inſtruction and reformation of ſcanda- 
lous offenders, whom the Miniſter ſhall not 
ſuffer to partake of the Lords Table, until 
they have openly declared themſelves to 
have truly repented and amended their for- 
mer naughty lives. And not ſatisfied with © **+ 
a weeks warning for the Sacrament, they 
expoſtulace thus, | Is there leiſure of ſelf-exa- 
mination, and reſtitution, and fatisfation, 
andgoing tothe Miniſter for counſel to quiet 
his Conſcience ? In their Reformation of the 
Liturgie they lay thus, [| They only are to be pag.q8.c. 
invited to the Lords Table, and to come, 
chat truly repent and believe, and unfeigned- 
ly conſent to the terms of the Covenant: 
[_ Then follows an odd Parentheſis] (chough 
all are not to be invited thus to believe and 
repent, and {o to come. ) - But thole are to 
be admitted, by the Paſtors, if they come, 
who, having the uſe of reaſon to underſtand 
what they.do, and examine themſelves, have 
made a perſonal profeſſion of Faith, Re- 
pentance, and Obedience.'] And treatin 
of Catechizing, and the-approbation of re. 
C3 that.. 
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tle after) | It is not private perſons only, 


that are to be admitted to the Lords Supper : 
They give this order; | Let the Miniſter 


either go to their houſes, or rather appoint 


the perſons ( of ſeveral Families) in their 

courles, to come to him for perſonal inſtru. 
tions, where he may confer with thoſe, 
who are unmeet to be Catechiſed publickly, 
or unwilling to ſubmit to it, and thereler 
him acquaint them with the ſubſtance of 


Chriſtian faith and duty.”] And they add this 


caution, | But ler him not in publick or 
private meddle with impertinences, nor 
ſift people to know things unfit, or unne. 
ceſlary to be diſcloſed. } And a little after 
their order is very ſtrict and poſitive, in 
theſe ( and many other words ) | Let 
none be admitted by the Miniſter to the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, till, be- 
ing inſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion, 
( they ) do openly make a credible profe(li- 
on of their own faith and promile to be 
obedient to the Will of God. ( And they 
add ) A profeſſion is credible when ir 1s 
made underſtandingly, ſerioufly, volunta- 
rily, deliberately, and not nullified by con- 
tradition in Word or Deed. ( And a lit. 


ut 


to the Prieft, 
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but the Paftors of the Church, that mult 
approve of this Prefeflion. Therefore before 
any are admitted to the Lords Supper, they 
ſhall give a good account of their Know. 
ledge, Faith, and Chriſtian Converſation 
conformable thereunto, unto the Paſtors of 
their reſpeCtive Congregations, or elſe ſhall 
produce a Certificate, that they have been 


approved or admitted to the Lords Supper 


in another Congregation, of. which they 
were Members, and that by. an allowed 


Miniſter upon ſuch approved profeſlion as 


aforeſaid. '| And they cloſe their charge 
with theſe words, [' Let no Miniſter be in- 
forced to admit any himſelf. to the Lords 


Supper, who hath been clancularly and. 


irregularly approved. Thoſe that after this 
Approbatian prove ſcandalous offenders, 
ſhall not by the Miniſter be ſuffered to par- 
take of the Lords Table, until they have 
openly declared themſelves ro have truly 
repented and amended their former naugh- 


ty lives.'] "Thus much for the Presbytenan 


Brethren. 

We ſee then, that this Leſſon | Go ſhew 
thy ſelf to the Prieſt] is a DoQrine, which 
all. Parties - find themſelves more or leſs 


concerned : 
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concerned in. The Church of Rome impoſes 
3t with a very {trict ſeverity, to the over- 
charging and inſnaring of tender Conſci. 
-ences; and makes ule of it to very wicked 
ends and purpoſes; to fiſh our mens tem- 


pers and inclinations; that as occaſion 


ſerves, they may imploy them to deftroy 
Princes, and ſubvert States and Kingdoms. 
Examples whereof we have in William Parry, 
and Edward Squire in the time of Queen Ele- 
zabeth. The Presbyterians exact the ſame 


_ .duty with no leſs zeal (I hope tonoill intent) 
| but with an imperious rigour. 


The Church of England.does adviſe and 
order the praftice of it, to thele effects, 
i. e. To prevent Scandal, to promote Repen- 
tance, to advance Inſtruttion, and to admi- 
niſter both Caution and Comfort to the Pe- 
nitent; or (to uſe the words of our moſt 
excellent Litany,) To ſtrengthen ſuch as do 
ſand, to comfort and help the weak-bearted, to 
raiſe up them that fall, and finally to beat down 
Satan under our feet. 

And to make it (like the yoak of a meek 
and gracious Maſter ) the more practicable, 
light, and eaſie, ſhe puts it on with as much 
moderation, gentleneſs, and -leniry as is 
: imaginable 


pcm nn tO re 
« 
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imaginable. Whether the Diſcourſe above 
recited be not of this temper, and calcula. 
ted for the very ſame Meridian, I leave the 
judicious-Reader to determines | 
Some men perhaps may think it ſavours 
as much of the Presbyterian, as others do of 
the Popiſh Doctrine, yet really it is neither 
the one nor the other : But the genuine Do- 
rine of the Church of England, according 
to Antiquity, and the beſt Reformed. 
Nevertheleſs it hath been ſuggeſted that 
the ſaid Dodtrine was Popery, ur wheel'd 
apace towards it. This ſuggeſtion I ſhall not 
impure to deſign or want of Charity : Bur 
to a miſtaken zeal, or Godly jealouſie, 
awakened'in the Infinuants, by the iniquity 
and bloudy Practices of the Popiſh Party. 
And to clear the Innocency of my own Do- 
Etrine, 1ſhall only appeal to the Proteſtants 
of Forein Churches -( forementioned ) with 
the Reyuiries of the Presbyterian Brethren, ſo 
firictlyanſiſted on fince his Majeſties happy 
Reſtauration ; and particularly I ſhall pro- 
duce Mr. Richard Baxtey ( never taker for a 
friend to. Popery ) to be my Compurgator. In 


his Noſe ay preſented to Mr. foſeph (aryl, this Pas. 3. 
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« mebebold to tell my. Brethrer> of the Mz- 


«.niſtry, that thongh I deny them to have Cye- 
« dit or. Authority againſt the known Word of 
« God, yet {o great is their (redit and Autho- 
< xity, even as Teachers and Guides of the 
« Church, in Cauſes agreeable to the Word, 
« and in Cauſes to the People doubtful and 
«© unknown, and-in Caules left by the Word 
« to their determination, ( the Word deter. 
<« mining them but generally ) that I think 


the ignorance of this Truth hath been the 


<« main. Cauſe of our ſad Confyftons. and Schiſms 
« in England,' and that the Miniſters have been 
« ouilty of it, partly by an over-modeſt 
« concealing their Authority, and partly by an 
« indiſcreet oppoſition tothe Papiſts Error of the 
&* Authority of the Church ; And I think cill 
<« we have better taught, even our Godly peo- 
&« ple, whatcredit and obedience is due to their 
« Teachers and. Spiritual Guides, the Churches 
<«.of England ſhall never have peace, or any 
« go0d or eſtabliſhed 0rder.. I lay again,. we 
&« are broken for want of. the knowledge of 
< this truth; and till this be known, we ſhall 
«never be well bound up and healed; ]. _ 
The Reader will pleaſe totake notice, that 
this is fo. far from Popiſh Tyranny, that it is 
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our Presbyterian Moderation, and Mr. Baxters 
own Sober Sadneſs; and he thought it a Truth 
of ſo great importance, that he ſet a handin 
the Margin to remark tt, and point ir out to 
every Reader, as moſt worthy of his obſer- 


vation. And ſuch as would ſee more of his: 


thoughts in this point, he refers them to what 


he has written on it, in his Method: for peace 
of Conſcience, and in the Second Part of his 


Book of Reſt, and in the Preface to that 
Part. 


The Premiſes well conſidered, I am apt 


co believe, the Judicious Reader will con- 
clude, that to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the ſober 
and prudent eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
England, is very ſafe advice for all Sound Pro. 


teſtants. 
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